Abstract

Based on Appraisal Theory, which examines languages from the perspective
of the system of Attitude, Engagement and Graduation, the thesis examines the
distribution of appraisal resources in Trump’s tweets containing word of “China” or
“Chinese” from 2011 to 2017. This thesis is also concerned with how Trump tweets
on China to pass his value judgement, evaluate a situation, a thing, or a person
through the lexicogrammatical resources available in language.

Attitude system, as the core and basic part of Appraisal Theory, deals with
feelings, including emotional reactions, judgement of behavior and evaluation of
things. It can be correspondingly divided into three sub-subsystems called Affect,
Judgement and Appreciation. Engagement system refers to the way of evaluators
participate in the discourse, and it can be divided into monogloss and heterogloss.
Monoglossic utterances are those which make no reference to other voice and
viewpoints, whereas heteroglossic utterances invoke or allow for dialogistic
alternatives. And the latter can be further divided into dialogic contraction and
dialogic expansion, both of which represent the polar points in a dialogic meaning
continuum. Contraction resources are the resources which act to challenge, fend off or
restrict the scope of positions and voices, and expansion resources are the resources
which more or less entertain alternative positions and voices. Graduation system has
to do with adjusting the degree of an evaluation or adjusting the strength of
boundaries between boundaries, constructing core and peripheral types of things. It is
concerned with the values of scaling in terms of force and focus.

We extract 484 tweets containing keyword “China” or “Chinese” from
TrumpTwitterArchive website, and carry out manual coding of each tweet under the
Appraisal theory. Then we go on data analysis and observe that the negative affect
resources on China account for the biggest share. Negative attitude resources are
always intensified through the use of force resource. In terms of the Engagement
system, Trump’s monoglossic statements take up a great part, which have the effect of
presenting his assertions that rarely recognize or refer to alternative positions. Within
the heterogloss, the contraction resources in our twitter discourse are more frequent
than the expansion resources. Within the contraction resource, the disclaim resources
outnumber the proclaim resources, which results in a contracted dialogic space and
few outer voices in Trump’s twitter discourse. In terms of the Graduation system, the



force resources are far more in quantity than the focus resources. Based on the data,
our research also attempts to show through examples how Trump tweet China
subjectively with the maintenance of specific ideological goals in his mind.

On the whole, the present study is considered an attempt to combine Appraisal
Theory with Trump’s twitter discourse. It sheds some light on how Trump perceives
China, how diplomacy goes and eventually on twitter discourse as a new field of
study.

Key words: Appraisal Theory; Appraisal resource; Trump; Twitter discourse



WE

AUV BRI AR ARESE, N =T REGUEE, MR ZERE, 7
PR B e h S R 7 Bl AR N S VPN BRI A A I DL e A
DGR B AR X o ] (AR v AT as S 5 kA 3 S A B AV BT, DA K Gl
(IR N 7/

MBI TS ERG & EE MM, FEOQEUIEEERZ, BREE%
SR, AT RFIW LA EYEFE, Rl NESERGEH R =T RS, B,
FIW AT . AN RGSIR R UG E 2 5iEEN T, EEARBRIEHEAD
NFEE I E L2 77 200 HAh P 5 e BE R A 5 il 5 0 il
B AE BRI T R G BN B IR TS N A PR PR ] 7 Ho Al
B TR R T TE I N Z B/ 3 5] 17568 136 o 8 oAtk P 5 A SZ
Yo BERGNEILUEZE VFN RS, B PGSR AN NBSEAS FHY i
B “EIte” R E “RBIPE” k. REASEAMRENNEE.

AT E i8IS Trump TwitterArchiveW i S & “ A [E” 8 “HHE N7 1481
ZMESC, XS H A PPN BRI AT AR . BE , AR PRARTE B4 AT H A B I
J& s AT A VAR BB HERHE R Sl TIRK—34, JF B ilas
FEGR P E AT BT A SRR I . TTAE ARG, RS I B & 7
b B, AR A 2 I R 50 3 My, AN AR R A o
T EE R e B 2 Tl E R R TR AR A SR R, S8 TRIR 2 T R
XA A B )RR T A P i TR, A R0 R B R B 1, 952 S PR
ERETIEF, IBHR R Z T RETE . ARG BARER T 1 RS
ST R A ey g HoS v [ B U IR A

25 LPTIR,, AW RVEO AR 45 G R RS R T i — ek, IR HAl
DR BRI T [ 1 18 S BRI TR i T — N AL A
REEWE: VPTEIL: VPRI R, HERRER



