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Abstract

Linguistic practice, including ideology and utilization of the local dialect, among
new urban immigrants, is one of the focus issues of sociolinguistics in recent years;
family language planning is now a micro-field of language policy and attracts
domestic researchers. This paper aims to investigate the language use of new
immigrant families who are willing to let their children learn the local dialect in
Shanghai.

This study investigates the specific manifestations of Shanghai new immigrant
parents’ language ideology, language practice and the related factors by conducting
questionnaires and semi-structured interviews. Besides, the potential correlation
between parents’ language ideology and family language practice are examined.
Results indicates that: 1) Parents concerns both social capital value and humanistic
value of Shanghai dialect due to both macro and micro level factors; 2) Parents’
language ideology is the basis of family language practice, but complex social and
individual factors will affect different performance on family language practice.

As a microscopic research dimension of language policy, family language
planning research not only focuses on family language learning, but also provides a
theoretical and practical evidence for urban language planning and language policy
making from a “bottom-up” perspective. In Mandarin-dominant society, ideology and
utilization of dialect in new immigrant families can provide empirical evidence for
dialect maintenance, dialect inheritance, and the creation of a healthy and harmonious

diglossia life.

Keywords: family language planning; language ideology; language practice;

Shanghai new immigrant families; Shanghai dialect
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