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Abstract

The reform of secondary English education after the founding of PRC has made
remarkable achievements, but each reform has left a lot of problems that need to be
improved. The new round of curriculum reform, which began in 2013, not only
proposes new ideas in teaching content and methods but also empowers teachers and
encourages them to practice and innovate in the class. In this context, it is important to
explore teacher agency in the face of curriculum reform to understand how the new
policy is implemented in class teaching.

In this study, three English institutional showcases from High School H in District
Y, Shanghai, were used as examples to ask the following three research questions: (1)
How did teachers understand and reflect the view of English Learning Activity in the
curriculum design before the trial lessons? (2) How do teachers coordinate the views of
different policy actors to modify/maintain the activity design after the trial lessons? (3)
What factors facilitate or limit the achievement of teacher agency?

This study was conducted over 10-month fieldwork using a language policy
ethnography. Through three main methods: participant observation, interviews, and
documentation, this study collected different types of data, including classroom
recordings, class evaluation recordings, written teaching materials (Iesson plans, books,
teaching references, PPTs, etc.), field notes, and interviews. Based on the model of
language policy arbiters and the ecological perspective of agency, this study adopted
nexus analysis, which considered teachers’ actions inside and outside the classroom as
policy actions, and used the trial lessons and the formal lessons as two nexus points to
analyze how teachers implemented the view of English Learning Activity actively and
further explored the factors that influenced teacher agency.

The study found: First, teachers were able to implement the view of English
Learning Activity in their classroom practice and use activities to link their classes.
However, their understanding of the concept was based on their own experiences, and
the implementation of the policy was an unconscious result. Secondly, teachers
accepted or rejected the opinions of different power corpus on the implementation of
the view of English Learning Activity, and coordinated the opinions of different policy
arbiters by adding and deleting activities and adjusting the presentation of activities.

Third, while personal experience, trial lessons, and communication with different
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policy actors were important factors in promoting teacher agency, opinions from the
power corpus also restricted teacher agency, revealing that even if teachers were the
ultimate arbiters of language policy, they were inevitably influenced by other arbiters

of language policy who had power.
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