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Abstract

This thesis provides a comprehensive study on the classification and the usage of
the equivalents of “de” in the Zhejiang Xianju dialect. The fieldwork shows that: 1)
The three different suffixes of state adjectives in Xianju dialect are “[@ua**]”, “[ko**]”
and “[@uo??]”. State adjectives and complex onomatopoeias must carry one of the
above suffixes to be the predicate or complement in a sentence. 2) The nominalization
marker “[@uo??]” in Xianju dialect is different from the attributive marker “[koa?%]”.
Words and phrases must carry the attributive marker to function as adnominals and
carry the nominalization marker to function as subjects and objects. State adjectives
can be nominalized either syntagmatically or paradigmatically. 3) There is a particular
possessive marker “[ko®'*]” occurring at the end of the judgment sentence in Xianju
dialect. The possessive marker can attach to nouns or pronouns to construct judgment
sentences with the possessive meaning. 4) There is no adverbial suffix in Xianju
dialect.

From the perspective of typology, this thesis further discusses the typological
features of the equivalents of “de” in different dialects. Previous studies concluded
that those equivalents in dialects can be uniformly classified as three, namely the
suffix of adverbs, the suffix of state adjectives and the nominalization marker. Various
Chinese dialects therefore can be categorized into four different types based on the
phonetic realizations of the aforesaid three morphemes. However, the equivalents of
“de” in Xianju dialect fail to be incorporated into the tripartite model. The linguistic
facts of Xianju dialect suggest that, the typological classification of Chinese dialects
on the basis of the equivalents of “de” should not use the phonetic forms of adverbial
suffix, state adjective suffix and nominalization marker as the only criterion, but
should firstly take the diverse classification models of the equivalents of “de” in
specific dialects into careful consideration.
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