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Abstract

This thesis makes a comprehensive study on the tone system of Yanzhou Mandarin
in three parts: citation tones, tone sandhi and neutral tone, which combines fieldwork
with acoustic data and phonological analysis from the perspective of Laboratory
Phonology. The analysis is mainly about 33 speakers’ data. Among them, there are 30
speakers’ data used in the study of citation tone, which were divided into three age
groups (the old, the middle-aged and the young), 10 speakers in each group, half male
and half female, from which 1468 tokens were obtained. In the study of tone sandhi,
the data of 14 speakers who produced valid results in the previous part were selected,
including three age groups (the old, the middle-aged and the young), 7 males and 7
females, from which 668 tokens were obtained. However, because of the distinct
intergenerational differences in the reading of neutral tone targets, only 6 elderly
speakers (3 males and 3 females, including 3 newly collected speakers) were selected,
from which 806 tokens were obtained. The research shows that: 1) The four tones in
the tone system of Yanzhou Mandarin are concluded as LM, HL, H and ML(L), among
which the tonal type of T1, the tone digit of T2 and the explanation of T4 are somewhat
different from previous records, and there are several subtypes in T1 and T4. With the
help of this scheme, the study also attempts to explain the tone-sandhi rules of Yanzhou
Mandarin. 2) In view of “the double concave tone”, there is only one concave tone in
Yanzhou Mandarin from the synchronic perspective, which is Qusheng T4 in the shape
of a back concave tone. Yinping tone T1, recorded as another concave tone by previous
researchers, is closer to a low rising tone in nature. 3) In Yanzhou Mandarin, the
neutralization of tone does occur, which is a proof of the existence of neutral tone in
phonology. But the duration and vowel quality of words in the different combinations
of tone are distinct. When the tone of the front syllable is T1, there is no obvious
weakening in these two characteristics of the following syllable. It shows that the
acoustic characteristics of the syllable after T1 is not weak and conforms the feature of

“neutral tone without weakening”, which is particularly obvious in the data of male



speakers.
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