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Abstract

Differential Object Marking (DOM) refers to a linguistic phenomenon that some
nouns or noun phrases tend to receive object markings which make them different
from subjects when acting as direct objects in a sentence, while others show no object
markings that distinguish them from subjects when being direct objects. Previous
researches on the influential factors of DOM focus on the semantic prominence of
direct object, namely, animacy, definiteness, specificity, topicality and relative
semantic prominence between subject and direct object, such as transitivity and
individuation. They are all under the framework of meaning and cognition.

The present research claims that grammatical gender, number and phonetic form
are also the factors that have impact on DOM. The research focused on 7 languages
which have gender system and show DOM on common nouns. Among the 7
languages, 5 languages are Slavic languages whose DOM on common nouns is
affected by animacy, and the remaining 2 languages are German and Greek, in which
animacy does not influence DOM on common nouns. The findings are as follows: (1)
in terms of animate nouns being objects, masculine nouns are the most inclined to
receive object marking (OM for short), feminine nouns the second, and neuter nouns
the last, and different languages show different preferences for singular nouns and
plural nouns to have OM; (2) in terms of inanimate nouns being objects, feminine
nouns show the strongest preference to receive OM, masculine nouns the second, and
neuter nouns the last, and singular nouns are more likely to have OM than plural
nouns; (3) masculine singular and feminine singular nouns that end with a vowel are
marked when being objects; (4) for those languages in which animacy does not affect
DOM on common nouns (German and Greek), masculine nouns are more likely to
receive OM than feminine nouns and neuter nouns, and singular nouns are more
inclined to have OM than plural nouns.

The explanations are as follows: DOM reflects human cognition of the animacy,
agency, and the individuation of the referents of different kinds of nouns; it is also the
result of the interaction between these factors and the formal grammatical properties
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of gender, number and phonetic form.

Therefore, DOM can not be explained from the perspective of meaning and
cognition alone. The grammatical properties of the language system are also the
factors that cause DOM. The research lends a multi-dimentional perspective to a

better understanding of DOM in natural language.
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