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Abstract

Textbook plays an important role in English teaching and learning. It is not only a
vital resource for teachers to pass on their English knowledge to the students in class,
but also a critical channel for students to acquire English knowledge. As an integral part
of English language, English vocabulary also plays an important role in English
teaching and learning, and even directly affect English learners” academic performance
or achievement. Therefore, English textbook should provide key vocabulary or word
lists to satisfy students’ academic needs and to ensure their academic success. Through
literature search, many studies focus on the word frequency or word lists in the English
textbooks for the primary school students, secondary school students and non-English
major university students. However, few such kind of research can be found in the study
of English textbooks for English major university students. Furthermore, comparative
study of the English-medium Introductory Linguistics’ word frequency or word lists in
the way of corpus linguistics has not been found in the present literature. The status quo
of research does not conform to the Introductory Linguistics’ core position in the
curriculum for English major university students, and also does not conform to the fact
that many students think it’s difficult to study linguistics because of the plenty of new
and obscure words in [ntroductory Linguistics. So, it is worthwhile to study the lexical
profile of Introductory Linguistics textbooks.

Under the theory of corpus linguistics and its sub-theories of word list and lexical
profile, this thesis adopts the word-lists-based comparative study to analyze the lexical
profile (including lexical coverage or lexical threshold) and the keywords (equivalent
to the high frequent words in General Service List, in Academic Word List and in the
non-list) in English [ntroductory Linguistics textbooks by Chinese and native English
editors. The lexical profile and the keywords are initially produced by a software-
AntWordProfiler. At the start of this research, English Introductory Linguistics
Textbooks Corpus(EILTC) with a total of 1.5 million tokens or running words have
been created, which comprise two sub-corpora. The first sub-corpus(CEILTC) consists
of six Introductory Linguistics textbooks compiled by Chinese scholars and widely used
in China. The second sub-corpus(FEILTC) consists of 6 Iniroductory Linguistics
textbooks compiled by British and American scholars, and four of which imported for
publication by their Chinese corresponding publishers. In addition, each book could
comprise the third level corpus, and there are 12 third level corpora in this thesis. On
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has been adopted to produce and analyze the lexical profile and keyvwords in this thesis,
and the following word lists are adopted as the reference or level lists in
AntWordProfiler: General Service List(GSL), Academic Word List(tAWL), 25,000
words from the BNC and COCA lists, TEM-4 list and TEM-4&8 list. The main research
purposes of this thesis try to make a comparative study among the three levels of
corpora, focus on the comparative study between the two sub-corpora, analyze the
lexical profile and the keywords (initially produced by the AntWordProfiler), evaluate
the difficulty and readability of the ntroductory Linguistics textbooks compiled by
Chinese and native English scholars from the perspective of lexical coverage, and create
an academic word list of Iniroductory Linguistics for the Chinese university students of
English major.

The main findings of this thesis are as follows: 1. The coverage of academic words
in the Introductory Linguistics textbooks compiled by Chinese scholars is higher than
those of native English scholars, which is different from the findings of previous studies.
Therefore, this study holds that it is not reasonable to judge the difficulty or readability
of a discipline-specialized text only from the coverage of academic words, instead the
coverage of non-lists words should be taken into account. 2. Many high frequent words
distribute in all of the 12 /ntroductory Linguistics textbooks, which reflect the unique
lexical features of the [mtroductory Linguistics textbooks, and these words can be
categorized into academic words of linguistics. 3. When the lexical threshold is set as
95%, 5,000 word families plus the lists of proper nouns, interjections, abbreviations,
and transparent compounds could cover the [ntroductory Linguistics textbooks
compiled by Chinese scholars, 7,000 word families for the Introductory Linguistics
textbooks compiled by native English scholars. This finding implicates that the students
need to learn about 5,000 word families plus proper nouns, interjections, abbreviations,
and transparent compounds if they wish to reach the 95% lexical coverage and fully
comprehend the [ntroductory Linguistics textbooks compiled by Chinese scholars,
7,000 word families for the Introductory Linguistics textbooks compiled by native
English scholars. 4. TEM-4&8 word list could cover the Introductory Linguistics
textbooks compiled by Chinese scholars more than 95%, instead less than 95% for those
by native English scholars. This data could lead to the conclusion that the /ntroductory
Linguistics textbooks compiled by native English scholars are more difficult than those
by Chinese scholars. This finding implicates that the students who have mastered the
words in TEM-4&8 list could comprehend the Infroductory Linguistics textbooks
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compiled by Chinese scholars with the exception of CEILTI, instead, they have
difficulties to comprehend those by native English scholars. If they wish to reach the
95% lexical coverage and fully comprehend the Infroductory Linguistics textbooks
compiled by native English scholars, they need to learn more academic words of
linguistics. 5. In this thesis, an academic word list of /ntroductory Linguistics for the
Chinese university students of English major (EILTWL) has been created, which
consists of the list of the basic, the list of proper names, the list of abbreviations, the list
of affixes. The list of the basic has about 1,411 types and 795 word families. When
EILTWI .-basic is selected as the level list in AntWordProfiler with the GSL and AWL,
EILTWL-basic could cover the CEILTC 6.69%, the FEILTC 6.41%, and EILTC 6.5%,
which means EIL.TWL-basic has a good lexical coverage and reliability.

In sum, these findings firstly could contribute to improving the design and
development of introductory linguistics textbooks for the editors. Secondly, they could
help teachers select suitable linguistic textbooks, improve the teaching strategies of
linguistics, perfect the tests of linguistic courses, and standardize the items in the
linguistic examination papers for enrollment. Thirdly, they could promote students'
autonomous learning of linguistics, and improve their academic performance of
linguistic studies. At last, they could provide insights and reference to the compilation

of linguistic dictionaries.

Key Words: Corpus or Corpora; Word List or Vocabulary List; Lexical Profile;
Textbooks; English-medium Introductory Linguistics
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