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Abstract

To better serve the strategy of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and
scientifically deal with the “great changes unseen in a century of the world”, Area
Studies (hereafter “AS”) has attracted much attention and flourished in recent years in
China. There exists, however, a disparity for AS to live up to the expectations of the
country and society, with language capabilities one of its deficiencies. In 2013, AS was
listed as one of the five major fields under the Discipline of Foreign Languages and
Literature (hereafter “DFLL”) by the Academic Degrees Committee of the State
Council, just to remedy the defect on language for AS. However, DFLL has not entered
this field substantially, and the relationship between language and AS has not been fully
straightened out, so the action plan for is not very clear.

In this context, this study focuses on language needs and their solutions in AS, and
puts forward the following research questions: (1) what is the relationship between
language and AS? (2) What are included in the language needs of AS? (3) How to carry
out language planning to solve the language needs of AS?

This study regards AS as a special practice for language use and takes the
conceptual framework provided by theories of linguistic resources in sociolinguistics
and the needs analysis triangle as analytical framework. Adopting a qualitative
paradigm, the data of the study are collected by means of interview, observation,
material collecting and processed by category, situational and statistical analysis.
Combined with an in-depth case study, the study explores language planning for AS.

The findings are as follows: (1) The role of language in AS is “necessary” but not
“sufficient”; the importance of language vary in different types and levels of AS and
the status of language in AS needs to be viewed dialectically; language functions both
informationally and emotionally in AS. (2) The language needs of AS include
multilingual and communication (monolingual) needs. The former includes academic

language and information-source language, and the latter includes linguistic,
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sociolinguistic, discourse and strategic competence. Language needs in AS are
characterized by complexity, hierarchy, dynamicity, and pragmatism. AS in China is
currently in shortage of multilingual (especially less-commonly-taught languages,
LCTLs) resources, lagging behind in the building of communicative repertories, and is
in separation with language, etc. (3) The Institute of African Studies Zhejiang Normal
University (IASZNU), an exemplary AS institution, mainly solves language needs by
enriching various language resources while managing them collaboratively and
innovatively; Compared with its counterparts abroad, the case of IASZNU has Chinese
characteristics. Language planning for AS should be based on analysis of language
needs, scientifically coordinate language resources in every relevant aspect and
innovate in the building and utilization of language resources to finally solve the
language needs in AS and better serve the national strategy and social development.
Based on the above findings, this study proposes: (1) in terms of the relationship
between AS and language, the route of “AS + language” is appropriate for the discipline
of AS, which means the needs for language should be based on specific AS activities,
while the route of “language + AS” is for AS in DFLL, namely “foreign language +
disciplinary knowledge”. (2) Foreign language education planning for AS should be
carried out within the scope of language resource management, emphasizing the
interrelationship between foreign language education and AS to promote the integration
of “language” and “AS”. On the one hand, it is advised to admit that foreign language
education planning is but only one of the solutions for language needs in AS, which lies
more on the overall building, concordance and deploying of linguistic resources. (3) To
develop AS in DFLL, it is advised that research fields and topics be gradually found
through the path of “foreign language +” and full play be given to the unique role of
DFLL (namely the strengths in language capabilities) in the building of systems of

international discourse and world-shared knowledge.
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