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Abstract

This thesis, which is in the framework of systemic functional grammar (SFG),
studies the textual factors of thematization of circumstantial elements in clauses of
English and Chinese by setting up a small corpus and making use of the statistic
rationale of relational analysis for un-ordered categorical variables.

The thesis holds that the experiential theme is composed of not only topical theme
but also circumstantial theme which comes from the transitive system. Accordingly, the
thesis defines the circumstantial elements that could not only placed in rheme but also
in theme as “potential thematic elements” (PTE). The thematization of PTE is to be
decided by the text constructor, in order to meet the demand of textual-information
coherence based on the cognition mechanism.

The thesis proposes that, according to the semantic relationship, PTE and
circumstantial themes could be classified as follows: (I) the one orienting to the clause
and (II) the one orienting to the subject/topic. The class-I could be further divided into
temporal-spatial (IA) and the others (IB). The thesis holds that their thematization is
driven by a series of textual factors including: 1) the accessibility of clause’s topical
theme; 2) the semantic bonds between PTE and context; 3) the co-occurrence of textual
connectives and evaluative adjuncts; 4) the scope of PTE beyond a clause or not; 5) the
clause where PTE are located being the hyper-theme or hyper-new of the paragraph.
The last two factors could be regarded as one in the analysis of some PTE classes.

The thesis holds that, for each class, the theme-rheme distribution of PTE and the
presence of the proposed factors should be statistically correlated. To prove this, the
study sets up a corpus that includes more than 60 thousand English words or Chinese
characters collected from modern novels and essays of both languages. Once the
statistic correlation is verified by chi. square test, the phi-factor would be introduced to
denote the degree of correlation. The result shows that, in terms of the use of
circumstantial theme, there isn’t much difference between English and Chinese in the
frequency of the IA theme; for the IB theme, the usage in English is obviously more
frequent, active, diversified and complex than in Chinses; the II theme is frequently
used in English but hardly found in Chinese.

Roughly the statistical analysis of corpus supports the theoretical prediction of the
thesis. Except for outliers that could be explained, all textual factors are somehow

related to the thematization of PTE. When any textual factor is present, a strong
\%



correlation is observed in all classes and sub-classes, the phi-factor around 0.6~0.8, the
proportion of thematization over 80% for most cases. Among the factors, the highest
correlation is in hyper-theme/hyper-new or the scope, regardless of English or Chinese,
the phi-factor stably around 0.5~0.6, suggesting that these factors are internal to PTE
thematization, rarely disturbed by other factors within or without the text. The second
fairly stable factor is semantic bond, which is also an important thematizing factor but
easily influenced by other random factors. The third factor is the presence of
connectives or adjuncts, in which roughly the correlation is more statistically significant
in English than in Chinese, suggesting that there could be a distinction of habitual mode
of texture between the two languages. The weakest correlation lies in topical theme
accessibility, for which correlation is only found in exceptional statistical items.

As a result, the power of text factors driving circumstantial thematization is
ordered as: hyper-theme/hyper-new =~ textual scope > semantic bond > connective or
adjuncts presence > high accessibility of topical theme. The sensitivity of PTE classes
for being thematized by the textual factors are ordered as: IA = II > IB (Eng.) and IA >
IB > II (Chi.). The thesis finally concludes that the thematization of circumstantial
elements is ultimately driven by the fluctuation of dynamics of the accessibility and
prominence of the textual sematic entities. The aim of thematization is to realize the

coherence of text.
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